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It is always a great joy to welcome visitors from around the world. Today, we are delighted to have guests from
Australia, the Bahamas, and Lithuania—thank you for joining us. Next Monday, October 6, our Hiroo MMM team will
make its second visit to the Nakameguro Home. Please join us in sharing music and rhythm with the senior residents.
And today’ s question is: Do you know what October 24 is? It is World Polio Day. Ending polio is one of Rotary’ s most
important missions. At our meeting on October 23, | encourage you to show your support—perhaps by wearing your
“End Polio” T-shirt!
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At today’s board meeting, the minutes of the September 4 meeting was approved. It will be sent to everyone via
email shortly, so please take a moment to review them. To explain a few items: Ms. Shibata submitted a notice of
resignation from our club at the end of August, and this has been accepted by the board.

Additionally, in order to improve the online participation during hybrid meetings, the board approved the purchase of
a speaker microphone for approximately ¥18,000. Regarding the setup of equipment for each meeting, Mr. Miura
who serves as treasury and Mr. Takiya, Chair of the SAA Committee have been handling it diligently. In order to
avoid placing too much burden on them, I greatly appreciate your consideration.
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Former Director General of Economic Affairs Bureau at Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Visiting Professor at Graduate
School of the University of Tokyo, Ambassador to Egypt, Arab League, and Canada. After retirement, Professor
and/or Lecturer at several Universities (Tokyo, Waseda, Meiji, Kawamura, Akita International University (AIU)). At
present, Honorary Visiting Professor at AIU, Trustee at Kawamura Gakuen, Director at Mitsubishi UFJ Foundation,
etc.
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Publication: Many books on Africa, Water issues, European Union, etc. Book on global water issues got Publication
Prize from The Japanese Society of Irrigation, Drainage and Rural Engineering in 2023.
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